10 Paſtion: 


4 a: 7. 


9 
"8" 


2 
4 8 p 


ATI — — é) 
= 
* * « o * 
| 


ov 8 1 7 
Vw 4 PSs v £ >. 7 
* ” * F- a > 
\ 4 N * = 4a 
4 * — % 
1 - mag & yi 
| — * ' * 2 — 
1 131 * ” uw 
[| 1 T „0 
: : * 4 * 2 Y C % * * 
[ : | was WW, % - 
228 


— 2 
% 
7 


f 1 
| 7 Tr 8. 


1 — | | | | 
_"% ICOULR RI ., 
WEE. >, "6 fg 
: a * 4 2 1 | 
| , N 
A a 7 — 4 l 
K - 1 5 a 
t | * 7 1 1 4 Fi 
1 = f 
1 : 
| | | 
=” 
F 
* 
* 
1 


* . * WS HS * — C w 3 * 
A 8 LS of " TN ? N * "4 3 rue * 
1 | 6. 0 \ Sz e * 1 K % ö . 
w . 4 
- '% Y * * I * * 4 
n "a ' 5 
. 8 * + o_ * 
9 1 ia 1 # 4 Þ: 
: ' 11 { - \ +... 0 £5 
oe * E * * * 
® : + F® » * 4 7 
* *% 4” E 
? _— 
„ 
9 ; * 07 19%. 08 / I An ener 19s C0000 7, Ab oo wor. a aa 
a, * 
* : 
. 
1 g 


* 
OY 


f 
. 
. 
: 
: 
? 
; 
4 


* 


L 9 4 0 
—_ — hs -< i * 


* 
. * 
- ＋ 
N F 
, 8 0 


- > 9 4 
* * Fl LP 
*.a 


4 1 1 * 9 
—— — . — — 


MAN, 


9717 


— 2 — . that are laid 


'R ABTSM 


* 
F , - 


+> 44 


State by :Perſons who 
are inceſſantly at work 


out in Eye to their own, furniſh hi 


his Penetration and Sagacity. Every 

Projector is poſſeſſed with the Wg. 
elt Opinion of what he has to pro- 
, EP wes CN i * 


gibt vary of 
JM; 75 before 4 Miniſter of 
* onus * for the good of tlie 
Publick; perhaps not altogether with- 
with frequent Occaſions, of- ſhowing 


and encourage 
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"Þ poſe; the meg 


"A - elpouſed with Zeal by its Owner, 


J 0 diſtin guiſn between a Proj 
and a Person Who has really H 


on a Beneficial National CY 10 
reſiſt the Importunity of the n 
tlie Labour 56 
other, requires no {mall 4 of 
Skill and Diſcernment; and is not 
the leaſt difficult part of the Mini- 
ſterial Office. Impatience, Inattention 


and Prejudice, are at leaſt as likely 


to make a Miniſter reject à uſeful 


Deſiga, as to en ane that 
be Doe; judicial. - _ 4 87 
to a and te- 
fled upon tht Obaraddeg and Goh 
ducł of the-Miniftexs, who have been 
intruſted with the Affairs of; our on 
| EX „for a Century paſts 1 1 dare 


will appear rather tp have 
 Negledted, 


than to have too much | 
Regarded Propo fals for the Befiefic of ⁶ 
che. Publick, 18 be been ound ed 
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en fake, to go. on in een 8 
Track, and to treat every Attemptato 
25 A new Way as Chimerical, 
Ye the Author as an Adventurer, 

— ought to be equipped with a Rr 
.Zinante and à Helmet. For this Re 
en, when I am told of any Publick 

e, Which is ſet * Foot by the 
Kpprobaricn of a od, Im al 
ee ive it a fair — 
— at 2 they haye taken 
5 Trouble of an Examination. Of 
this kind, I take it, is the Deſign 
We have heard ſo much of, to alter 
the Duties now payable upon the Im- 
Portation, of. Tobacco and Wine into 
an Exciſe or Inland Duty; from 
whence Mr;'D' Anvers has taken occa- 

ſion to declaim ſo many Weeks a» 
gainſt a GENERAL EXCISE. A Ge- 
; — Exciſe has a terrible Saund, 
but what Relation has this Deſign to 
2 General Exciſe ? Will Mr. D'A4nvers 
ndern to prove, m his > 
jt - hon 
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or Exportation is Advantageous, Ne- 


both Imported and E 


(5% 
Mowes 4 Serpent's 3 his en 
ãnto a Hole, that the Exciſing two 
foreign Commodities niere than thoſe 
pron: i Exciſed, is laying a General 
Exciſe? Will be undertake to prove 
that Two is two Thouſand? or 1 
a” General Exciſe muſt neceſſari 
follow ? He may wich equal ange 
-afſert, that becauſe ſome —— . 


pay a very high Duty upon Importa- 


tion and Exportation, all Commodi- 
ties Imported or Exported, or even 


body knows 4 are Comödie 


ported not'onfy 
Duty free; but with a Bounty. And 
— 4. Becunſe the Wiſdom of Par- 
liament has, and always will diſtin- 


guiſh, and ſee when the Importation 


ceſſary, or Prejudicial, from the Na- 
ture and Kind of Goods, and lay 
the Duties dg. The Di 

phe Dil- 


of 'our own Growth, will be char ged | 
with the ſame hi gh Duties; tho crily 
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Diſcrimination will dowbtleſs be made 
il Whatever relates to Trade. 
The laſt Regulation, of any great 
- Conflequence.to Trade, was made by, 
= an Att of che Sth of the late King);, 
where this Piſt inction, ariſing from 
the Nature of Commodities, ſeems 
ta have been obſerved with the great - 
eſt Judgment, and Regard to the Trade 
of the Kingdom. By that Act, all 
Commodities of the Growth, Product, 
or Manufacture of Great Britain, may. 
be exported Duty-· free. By the ſame: 
Act a Drawback is granted upon Silk, 
manufactured and exported, which, 
as I am informed, has already en- 
couraged that Trade ſo far, that not 
only the moſt diſtant Parts of the 
Globe are furniſhed with Silk Manu- 
factures, particularly Stockings, from 
Great Britain; but that we ſend them 
to thoſe very Places from whence we 
were formerly ſupplied. In favour 
of the Dying-Trade, ce fame et 
as has 
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eech te Duties "rip 'D b. 
Prugęg s imported. 3 * K * 


This Law I have "always Te ught 
the moſt Advantageous 'to the Trade 3 
of Great Hyitain, 5 any. Act that has 
paſſed ſince the: Act of Navigation; Y. 
a Law fteeing bur Manufact rets, 'Y 
and Labourers, from the Burdens 
they then y under, and making 
them, in ſome Meaſure, the Artifi- 
cers of the World, © 1 cannot but 55 
ſerve, that theſe Regulations were 
made upon che coming in of the pre- 
ſent 1 7 20 80 that When the In · 
tctreſt of the Nation required it, they 
- Have ſhown'the greateſt Readineſs to 
take off Duties, which, in this In- 
ſtance, 18 done fo knowingly, that 
the Kingdom has probably Retired a 
Profit, by the Enlargement of its 
Trade, in Compariſon' of the Pro- 
duce of thoſe Duties, a Thouſand” 
fold. Had Mr. D'Anvers flouriſhed 
| when this Eaw paſſed, 1 doubr * 
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dor I would have hs the! Gift 
Gainer--by it. He would N 
have pot ſeveral Crafsſmen out of its 
How natural would i it have fallen In . 
His way: to ſhew, that taking of Du- 
ties upon Impor mportation and RI 
tion; nay, not only taking Du. 
Lon but granting Drawbacks, -unbeard t 
of oy of our Gothick Kings, tende! 
275 rhe Cuſtoms; and rhat there 
mult ze u Deſign to make good the 
Deficiencies in Be Cuſtom ” 18K. 
a BXC1sE. 7 J. A 8 
to che e borwoen Cuſ- 
tom und Exciſcs 1 will venture to 
lu deen, that the neurer the Dur 7 
upon any Commodity is paid tothe. 


may be afford that Commodie 
the” cheaper; and as the Confil 
is the Perſoh char pays all Taxes, in 
that Reſpect the Tax is itſelf lefloned 
dy its: being collefed as an Bxciſe'; 
At ide ame time, I uſt own that 4 
the = ary 5 attehding this 

| meth 


ima bf Conſumption, the Conſümer 


. 
- Method of Collettion would be fo 
great, were it to be General, that 1 
believe the Deſign of a Grun Ex- 
ciſe, never into the Imagination of 
any one Man in the Kingdom, unleſs 
Mr. D Anvers has found one ſo weak, 
as to be alarmed by the Cry he has 
endeavoured to raiſe * his late Par 
OR % W 
a | ſhould Foy apt, to think thee the 
Method of paying Duties at the Port, 
or: by way of Exciſe, ſhould be ſet⸗ 
tled chiefly by two Conſiderations 
Firſt, che Eaſe and Convenience of 
the Dealer. Secondly, the effectual 
ſecuring the: Tt ſo as to urea : 
Frauds: 
The Truth 4 is, this laſt Sd | 
tion is as much in favour of the fair 
Dealer, as of the Revenue: The frau 
dulent Trader, is the fait Traders 
greateſt E The Tobacco Trade 
as the Dug have been and are 
now Collected, a g Experience 
has been und e a 
iN Frauds, 


. 0 12 y | 
FEY ſo great, that the "Frauds: 
and Diſeotinits allowed upon the Pres: 

tence of Waſte and otherwiſe; have! 
upon a fair Calculation appeared to 
go. a great Way towards 8 
the home Conſumption. The T 
a to Frauds in*the:Drawbacks ok 
this Commodity is ſo great, that it 
has been impracticable to remedy them. 
All! this time the fair Trader ſuffers: 
he finds himſelf underſold at every 
Market: the Conſumer pays a Price 
for the Commodity ſuppoſing it has 
paid t he Duty: the fraudulent Tra- 
der is inriched. 5 | 
Now, if by e Method 
of Collecting the Duty on Tobacco, 
tbeſe unrighteous Gains may be taken 
away, andi the honeſt Profits. of Trade 
transferred to the honeſt: Trader, can 
any Attempt be more laudable or 
better deſerve the Aſſiſtance of everx 
Man who is a Friend to Trade. The 
Duty upon the Importation of To- 
ö bacco at the Port, and which muſt be 


£ 22 | rife! 5 B 2 imme. 


7 
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1 . Paid, or Bonded, ia, 1 


6 


think, all Diſcounta deducted, five 


Pence and a Fraction 
Ihe Merchant who Sells chis Com- 
madity to the Retailer, having, 
"a e Ach Sale, entered into Bond for 
che Duty, gives Credit to the Retailer, 
bduth for the D 

of the Commodity. 


the clear Value of the Tobacco: His 
fate is taken by an Extent for Pay- 

ment of the Bonds: His Qredit is 
- + Joſt;-and he and his Family unden; 
aud perhaps 
who are bound with him. May nat 
N 3; — 


* * > * ad 4 =. ” 4 
hat 4% 2 * * 


per . Weight. 


be- 


Duty, gy tho! clear Coſt 
Ho- many 
Merchants have we ſeen. ruinedby this 
Credit, which they are obliged to give 
to thoſe they deal with. The Res 


tailer fails: the Merchant loſes his 


whole Debt, as well for the Duty, as 


2 Number of fs Friends 


ee 950 lee fewer In- 


dt — be ſo conſiderab 


80 waly Valuable as the 
Merchant, When ere 


Gabel 


A. 
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| 2 2 + diminiſhed, as the Amount of the 


p 0 of the Commodity, is but two ſeventha 
of the Sum he nom gives Credit for. 


ali have not ſo far loſt the Sentinients of 
Humanity, as to think themſelves 


Hon 1 Oy bit me alienum TNT | 


: þ The Baſe this Method wil likewiſe be 
do the Planter, is wanthy the greateſt 
= Regard and Conſideration. Tobacco 18 
à2 Commodity, at preſentchiefly of the 
| jou af our. Plantations; but has, 
wunt 


.-- - @xvedtoius, The Freveh have fill large 


-. vere Laws to prevent the Im 

+» oft from hence, The Dutch. 

not many Tears ago, planted Tobace 
9000 in Quelierland. Abaut nine Years 


* ſince 
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Duty? What remains as the clear Caſt 


This, I am well aſſured, muſt be a 
Proſpect to all | ho 


— at che oy OO 
Men: 


greateſt Diſſiculty, been pre- 


Nlautstions of it in OF 3 
Provinges of Franca; and bud made o 


| Cas) | 
Sure unhappily for the Crafiſman) the 
rt Miniſtry, touched with the 
| Repreſentations-of the decaying Con- 
dition of. this great Branch of the 
- Britiſh Commerce, moved the Parlia- 
ment to allow the whole Duty paid, 
to be drawn back upon Exportation; 
hereas before, a Half · penny per 
Pound was retained. But this Encou- 
ragement, great as it is, appears not 
to be Sufficient. We have read very 
lately, in the Publick Papers, Ac» 
counts of the deplorable State of M. 
ryland';, where the People, from the 
Extremĩity of their Diſtreſs, have 
been hurried to acts ſo Deſperate, #; 
that they can be exceeded only by Sui- 
cide. They have gone about like a 
Tempeſt, deſtroying and laying wats 
their own Country; ſuch ae been 
their Diſappointment ſuch che Fruit 
of their Labour. According to the 
preſent Method of collecting the Duties 
on Tobacco, they are paid and ſecured 
5 at the ſeveral Forts. of Importation, 


by 


* 150 
by the Factors to theſe Planters; 
from their advancing the Duties; a 


conſiderable Charge is brought upon 
the Planters which, when the Me- 
thod of collecting the Duty is chang- 
ed, they will be entirely eaſed of. 1 
will not ſay, the neceſſary. Charge 
on the Planter has been often, cruelly 
increaſed. I know ſeveral Merchants 
who are Men of too much juſtice 
and Honour, to practice any Arts of 
this kind, to the Injury of their Cor- 
reſpondence. Tis ſufficient to remark, 
that the fair regular Charges upon 
this Occaſion are very Grievous, that 
they will be taken off, and that no 
Pretence will be left for Charges that 
never rere neceſſary. The Ports, 
with rd to this 8 will 
be as Free: Ports. How greatly muſt 
this tend to Daune the Exports- 
tion! 
| And here, 1 but lament the 
melancholy State of another great 
ANN of our Commerce: : I mean, 
| that 


9 * 
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CAP} © os 
that of Sugar. ' For ſome Leu paſt 
it has gradual 


e The Pops _ 
| tngwe/e had, © nerly, the Trade f 


Sugars intirely to themſelves, Upon 
the Eſtabliſhment of our Sugar Hands . 
we gained upon them, by lierle and - 
little, and the Country of Brazil pro- 
Aueing a Commodity which the le. 
1 thought better worth their At- 
tention, we 1oon found our ſelves in 
Poſfeffion of the Sugar- Trade. The 
French, for ſome Time, gave us little 
Diſturbance; but of late, they have 
extended their Sugar Plantations, 
particularly in St. Domingo, to that 
| . 1 and have, as Iam informed. 
bad ſuch Bncouragement from France, - 
that they have in a Mantierggpur us 
into the ſame Condition wit 


e 4 
tagueſo. But we have no Gold Mines 
to reſort to. We cannot afford, ſupine- 
ly, to give up a Trade fo Benefſeial. 
We'onghr to look upon the Loſs of a2 
Branch of Trade, as the Loſs of _ 
Fart of the Dominions of England, . ge 


* (17) 
the Loſs of a Province. This Matter 

has, indeed, been brought under the 
Conſideration of Parliament; the Re- 
medy propoſed was thought improper; 
and that whilſt it reheved one Part of 
His Majeſty's Dominions, it might 
Diſtreſs another Part. However, there 
is a Method of giving ſome Encou- 
ragement to this Trade, which I can- 
not but wiſh Succeſs to, whenever it 
ſhall be propoſed in Parliament; that 
is, the following the Example which 
I mentioned juſt now, with reſpect ro 
the Tobacco Trade, of allowing all 
the Duty to be drawn back upon Ex- 
portation. 'This may. be a Benefit to 
the Trade, and will be no Diminution 
of the Revenue ; for, as the Supar- 
Trade, without ſome Aid, (I wifh this 
may be Sufficient) will be moft cer- 
tainly confined to our Home Conſump- 
tion; when none is exported, no In- 
creaſe to the Revenue can be made by 
the Duty not drawn back upon Ex- 
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portat ion. But to return from this 
Digreſſion, the Alteration in the Man- 
ner of Collecting the Duty on Wines, 
will be attended withAdvantages which 
one cannot reflect on, without the ut- 
moſt Satisfaction. At preſent, there is 
a Compoſition called Wine, and Sold 
to His Majeſty s Subjects as ſuch, which 
has not in it- one Drop of the Juice of 
the Grape. Lis indeed much eaſier to 
lay what is not, than what is in it. 
Th he Artitice and Dexterity of the 
Perſons concerned, in this Myſterious 
Subterraneous Preparation, can never 
be ſufficiently admired: With what 
Eaſe and Certainty do they work it 
— to be Strong, Deep, Bright, Freſh, and 

fit for Bottling. Their Art puts me in 
mind of a Paſſage in the French Poet, 
upon the Cook of a Feaſt, Where he 
was preſent, 

Jamais Empoiſonneur na mieux "Job 
ſon Metier, + HBoileau. 

The Duty on Wine being paid at 
the Port, upon Importation, this Li- 

| quid, 


e 
quid, which never was, perhaps, out 
of the Cellar where it is Sold, eſcapes 
Duty-free. As the Law now ſtands, 
the Venders fave the Duty, as a kind 
of Bounty, for diſpenſing Wine of 
their own making. This Obſervation 
is ſo true, that, I have been informed, 
when a Vintner fails, his Wine is of- 
ten Sold for leſs than the Duty, tho 
it is as ſound and good as ever. I {hall 
rejoice, when this Law takes Place; 
to find, that after paſſing an Evening 
agreeably, one may be the better for 
it the next Day; and that the Ho- 
neſt fair trading Wine Merchant will 
be no longer a Sufferer by theſe Prac- 
tices, to which he is an utter Stranger. 
For, as we may hope, hereafter, no- 
thing will be called Wine, and drank 
as ſuch, but what is Wine, it muſt all 
paſs chro the Merchant's Hands, and 
he will, likewiſe find no inconſi- 
derable Benefit, by being eaſed of 
the Payment 86 the Duties, which 
muſt now be paid, perhaps a Vear or 

C 2 two 
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two, before his Wine is fit for Sale. 1 
forbear inſiſting on the Increaſe of the 
Produce of the Duties on theſe Commo- 
dities, by varying the Method of Col- 
lecting them, which is now ſunk in the 
Pocket of the fraudulent Dealer; be- 
cauſe, I think, this is a Benefit to the 
Publick, which Mr. D' Anvers has not 
yet thought fit to deny: But if he 
* Experience has ſhewn, that an Al- 
teration of the Manner of Collecting 
a Duty, may increaſe the Duty; as in 
the Caſe of Coffee, Tea, and Chocolate. 
This, as I have been informed, has 
been attended with a Gain to the Pub- 
lick of near 100,000 l. a Year. But 
granting, that in one of theſe Arti- 
cles, even this Regulation has not fully 
anſwered, and that great Quantities of 
Tea are ſtill clandeſtinely conveyed to 
the Hands of the Conſumer; there 
has now been Time to ſee the Defects 
in this former Regulation; and we 
have Reaſon to hope, that with re- 
gard ta Wine and Tobacco they wy 


„„ 

be avoided, and ſuch Improvements 

made, as the Nature of the Commo- 
dities will admit. The Craftſmau is of 
Opinion, the Increaſe of the Number 
of Officers of the Exciſe, may be ot 
fatal Conſequence, even to Liberty. 

Here, upon the Suppoſition of a Gene- 
ral Exciſe, he raiſes his Voice, and 
whilſt he pretends to be the Defender 
of Liberty, proſtitutes Her to the ba- 
ſeſt Purpoſes. When it ſhall appear; 
that a General Exciſe is deſigned to bo 
laid, or any Step taken which has z 
Tendency that Way, I ſhall think, with 
Mr. D Anvers, that we ought to with- 


our Liberties will be in Danger from 
a Number of Exciſe Officers, but be- 
cauſe ſuch a Scheme, as it includes x 
General Tax on all Commodities, of 
our own Growth, as well as Foreign, 
without any regard to the Nature of 
the Commodity, would be ſo deſtruc- 
tive to the Trade and Wealth -of the 
Kingdom, that, like a laſting Feſtilence, 
| 17 


ſtand ſuch an Attempt; not becauſe 


cm 


it would Conſume, till it had nothing 
to prey upon. But this is too great an 
Extravagance to mention Seriouſly. 
Give me leave to make ſuch Suppoli- 
tions, and I will undertake to prove 
any Thing. As to the Increaſe of 
Officers, in order more Effectually to 
eollect the Duties now Payable on 
Wine and Tobacco; we may reaſona- 
bly Believe, from the greqe CEcono- 
my and Frugality practiſed in the Ma- 
nagement of the Exciſes now Paya- 
ble, they will be no more than abſo- 
lutely Neceſſary: An Economy well 
wotthy the Imitation of all Perſons 
of great Fortunes, but J am afraid, 
followed by few The greateſt Part 
of the Exciſe Officers, are. Men who 
ſubſiſt upon ſmall Sallaries, of 30 l. a 
Year, or * - and the Addition 
5 be made, on the Occaſon we are 
peaking of, muſt chiefly be of _ 
Officers. Are the Addition of pe 
haps a Hundred of theſe Perſons of 
97 Conſequence, u hen by their dalla- 
ries, 


4 


(3 
ries, which may not amount to above 


2 or 3000 l. a Lear, the Publick is 
like to be a Gainer half as many hun- 


dred Thouſands a Year? Is this an Oc- 
caſion to talk of Liberty's being 1 in Dan- 


s L would adviſe Mr. D' Anvers to be 


a little more Circumſpect in the Uſe 
of the Word Liberty, which he pro- 


duces upon all Occaſions. He may re- 


member, the Monoſyllable church was 
bandied about, and made uſe of in 
much the ſame Manner. And I cats 


not apprehend, that it will be any 


Service to the Cauſe of Liberty, to 
wake the Cry of its being in Danger, 
as Ridiculous as was, ſome Years ago, 
that of the Davger of the Church. 

Mr. D'Anvers has tranſcribed ſeve- 
ral Paragraphs out of a Pamphlet, 
which he Attributes to Mr. Hampden, 
againſt Exciſes. I have not had the 
good Fortune to ſee any more of that 
Pamphlet than he has thought fir to 
quote for his Purpoſe ; but I readily 


agree with the Author, that Exciſes | 


are 
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are very diſagreable; ſo are Cuſtoms; 


and indeed Taxes of every Denomi- 


the Subjects of every Nation Pay, for 
the Protection of the Government 
under which they live; and which 
no Subjects ought to pay more chear- 
fully than Wee of this Iſland, as no 
Subjects live under ſo good a Govern- 
ment. All that can be expected is, 
that Taxes (call them by what Name 
you pleaſe) ſhould be laid with a due 
Regard to the Publick ; I mean, the 
Eaſe of the Poor, the Suppreſſion of 
Luxury, and the Increaſing our Ex- 
ports. 

However, We are not now Argu- 
ing about the Expediency, or Neceſſi - 
ty of laying a Tax; We are Conſi- 
dering only the Manner of Collecting 
a Tax already laid. Exciſes, it ſeems, 
are Payable: in France, and France is an 


Arbitrary Government, which we ought 
not to imitate. Are not the Duties in 


Holland 


without them? They are the Tribute | 


_ 5). 5 
Holland chiefly raiſed. by way of. Ex- 
ciſe ? And is not Holland a free 
vemment, ſubſiſting wholly on a, 7 

The real ſtate of the Caſe I take to 

to be this: If a Government is Free, 

* the Laws are ſuffered to take 

their due Courſe, without the . 

poſition of any Power 8 

them, the Taxes, laid upon che dub | 

Jjeds, will be raiſed according to Law, 

= without Oppreſſion or Favour. 

Favour is Opprelbon to all Traders, 

but thoſe to whom it is ſhewn, .. We 

ſee in Holland Exciſes are paid, and 
the People are Free. Would France 
be Free were there no Exciſes? would 
che Levying all the Taxes by way of 

. Cuſtoms, or Land Tax, alter their 

-Conſticution? Exciſes do not make 
the Government in France Arbitrary ; 
but the Governments there make Rx- 

ciſes, and all Taxes Grie vous, by their 

being often laid Unneceſſarily, and 
| . collected in an arbitrary Man- 
ne Len this be our Caſe ? Let us 

5 1 1 argue 


\ 


ey. 


"art 55 ue from ee : Are we leſs 


Fre 


85 now Exciſes are paid, than in 


the Reign of Charles I. when there 


were no Exciſes? Has Mr. D' Anvers 


Bien one Inſtance of Oppreſſion in 


"the Collection of the Exciſes now Pay- 
able? Have they prevented the Eſta- 


Bliſkinent of our Liberties ?: Nay, 
have not our Liberties increaſed with 


them? I mention this not to:thew 

that Extiſes' are an Advantage to a 

Free people; but I think it fully 

= ws, they are not Inconſiſtent wi ith 
Fre . 


jute, in the Judgments given by the 
Commiſſioners of the Exciſe. The Laws 


ol Exciſe have made ſome Proviſion 


againſt any Error of theſe Gentlemen, 


5 Fading an Appeal to Perſons ap- 
Pointed for that Purpoſe; but ſo little 


Reaſon has there been to complain, N 


that, I have been informed, there has 
"pe been three G aka brought ſince 


I never Heath nor has the raſ 
mn produced any one Inſtance of In- 


the 


"WG. +. 
the Appointment of that Commiſſion · 


7 * 


However, as this Objection, to the 
lethod of Trying without Juries, is 
eie e yer produced. by, Me 
D' 4nvers, that ſeems to deſerve. a ſe- 
0 | + er 1 
rious Conſideration. I ſhall leave it to 
the Determination of thoſe by hon 
this Law muſt be paſſed. . The Ir 8 
is, When 1 conſider hov- eels, Me 


- 


D' 4nvers has {aid to the Purpoſe, it 
{o many Paper which. he has fled 
upon this Subject, and what a diſin- 

enuous, peeviſh, little, wrangling 
2 he has diſcovered in them, he 
puts me in mind of a Barriſter, who, 
L have been told, conſtantly attended 
the Court of Chancery, ſome Years ago. 
I know not, whether he was of the 
ſame Society with Mr. D'4nvers. - The 
craft of this Perſon was, whatever 
Anſwer came under his Conſideration, 
to take Exceptions to it; His Imall 
Talents, by the help of long Practice, 
carried him ſo far this Way, that the 
moſt reaſonable and ſatisfactory An- 
. 


N : 
ſwer, Abe by the mot able and ex - 


Perieticed Lawy ef, was not ' ſecure 
from his Attack; fome Night” Omiſ- 
ſion, {ome MABI Prevents: he would 
always lay hold of, tho ic often ex- 
poſedd his Clients to the Payment 
of Coſts, and himſelf to the Scorn 
atid Contempt of the Court. If I 
wete to give my real Opinion, of the 

aufe Mr, H Anders 847 Air ſtand- 

g up to exert a kind of Tribunitial 
Power, upon, occafion of this Law - 
which has been talked of ; 1 ſhould 
be apt to atttibute it to Envy. Tis 
ene he thinks it 2 Scheme which 
thews a Knowledge and Skill in Af 
fairs, he is loath to ſee fo plainly ma- 
nifeſted, of Perſons whom he his con, 


. e Seb we "ou ei 
Ground to hope for from the Inereaſe 
of the Revetue, by 4 more effectual 
Method of Collecting it, without wy 
new Tax, is no leſs chan à total Ea 


& | > from 


_— — ffi Amanat... anal. ad 


3 


£4 from the Land Tax ; a Tax which of 


late, in order to leſſen the Merit of 
taking it off, ſome People are grown 
exttemely fond of. They have been 
very loud and publick in their Praiſs 


es of it, and have aſſerted, that all 


the Money raiſed, ought to be raiſed on 


Land. I will be ſo fair as to own, 
that the Gentleman who ſaid this, did 
at the ſame Time; with an Air of Re- 


collection, finding the Serife of the 
Audience ſhocked, allow, that an Ex- 
ception might be made of ſomè Du ties on 
Commodities imported meerly 455 Luxury. 
Such were, upon RecolleCtion, I fay, 
excepted. All other Taxes onght to be 


raiſed on Land, tho they came to twelve 


Shillings in the Pound, Now I really take this 


to be as Capital an Etror, as was ever aſſerted 


by a Perſon who pretended to have ſpent any 
Time in Reflecting upon the Nature of Taxes: 

If it be true, that the Neceſſaries of Life are 
the laſt Things to be Tared, or indeed ought, 
upon no Emergency, in no Caſe to be taxed at 
all; then I dare Affirm, there ought not to be 


any continued Tax laid on Land. Taxing 


Land, is Taxing the Produce of Land; for what- 
ever may have been the Caſe, when the Tax 
was ſuppoſed to be laid but for a Year, or ſo, 


and 


— A. — 
5 o = . _ 


(39) 

and Landlords had no Opportunity of raiſin 

their Rents; yet ſince it 2 be ae 
wiſe, and the Land Tax came to be regularly 
continued, from Year to Year, the Landlor 
throughout England in general, in order to re-, 
1mburſe- themſelves of the Tax, raiſed their 
Rents; the Tennants raiſed! the Price of their 
Commodities, to. enable them to pay the ad- 
vanced Rents, and the Conſumer of the Com- 
modities came at laſt to pay the Tax, the 
LAND Tax. And who are theſe Conſumers ?, 
Every Periog in the Kingdom who Eats Bread, 
or Beef, or Mutton, or Butter, or Cheeſe, or 


any thing which is the Produce of Land. So 


that the Land Tax, which ſome Gentlemen are 
{5 1 .. to ſee diminiſhed, or taken quite off, 
and 


would gladly ſee at twelve Shillings in the 


Pound, is equally charged on the Poor, as if an 
Exciſe, a Name they pretend to dread, were laid 
on whatever comes to Market for the Suſtenance 
of the Poor. In Effect therefore, while they 
pyetend to exclaim againſt Exciſes, they are ar- 
guing for an Exciſe on all the Neceſſaries of Life. 
The Quotations in the Craftſman, from Mr. 
Lock, are nd way Applicable: to the Queſtion 
Whether Duties, on certain Foreign Commodi- 
ties, may be beſt and moſt effectually raiſed, by 
paying them at the Time of Importation, or af- 
tetwards: And this is the only Matter in Diſ- 


pute. The Point which Mr. Lock Conſiders is 


this, Whether Taxing Commodities, which are 


the Produce of the Land of England, or the 


Land itſelf, be moſt Eligible, znd that ſuch 
and ſuch only, were the Commodities Mr. Lock 
means is evident, even from Mr. D' Anvers's 

Of 0 ITY F102 2:4 3 a own 


. 


\! 


as 37 d; 


* 


on Quotation, If the Labomers Wages be 


& 'raiſed, in Proportion to the increaſed Rates of 
„ "Things, the Farmer, bo pays a Quarter more 
* for Wages, as well as other Tbings, -whlft he 
& ſells bis CORN and W © OL, either at the 
© ſame Rate, or lower, at the Market | ( ſince the 
« 'Tax laid npon I T, makes People leſs forward 
* to buy) muſt haue his Rent abated, &c. Can 
any thing be more Evident than Mr, Lochs 
Meaning, even in this Paſſage of the Craft/man's 
Adopting. Does he not ſuppoſe CORN and 
W@QOE” to be. taxed? In other Parts of this 
» Diſcourte, Mr. Lock argues for a Tax on Fo- 
reign Commodities, without regarding the 
Manner of Raiſing it, whether by way of Cuſ- 
tom, or Exciſe; and endeavours to ſhew, how 
little a Taz diminiſhes their Conſumption, for 
by being Dearer, they. often become more Fa- 
mMionable, and more in Requeſt, He inſtances 


in French Wine. But the Commodities he ar- 


againſt Taxing, he calls the Product of the 
armers Farm, our Native Product, Hoe made 
- Commodities, | Commodities, ſuch as the Land bald 


F 
” 


ers Land and Induftry afford him. He Candid 


Mr. D"Anvers has been, in his Repreſentation 
of the moſt Candid of all Writers, I ſubmit to 
the Conſideration of his Admirers. Diſingenu- 
it y, when a Man is reading Mr: Lock, is like 


--Robbing in a Ghurch. Mr. Hampdens Arguments 


- againit a General Exciſe, muſt likewiſeſbe under- 
ſtood to be of Exciſes on all our Home Com- 
modities, now no Man that differs from the 


Opitzion of Mr. Lock, or Mr. Hampden: But 1 


know no Many except the Craftſman, who 
| w- have thought of producing their Autho- 
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—  - Jietle fothe Purpoſe. er t Furs ought 
— Wb by a direct Tax oi. Land, or by Har Bo” 


5, ES roduce ot Land, or by: what: other "* 
5 ears, he has not ſhewn:; nor is it Material to DN. 
_-tthyire We declare againſt both; 
EW . never” did bear; and th 
bro to get rid of, notwifhſtkndidg NA, 

to the Contrary.” Will attempt 3 
proves Abet the'Difieeſſte: of the Lahdehalds-— 
"ets in Send, is owüng) to their paying tibke 


* on Wine and Tobacco, by way of Exciſe? 3 2 
Now if by altering the Method gf cullectis 
*the Daties on two foreign Commodities, ren 
5 K (vx. Wine and Tobagch there 
ax which, by thhancing ithe 1 —— 


Ax, 5 i 

| 8 Lite, falls chief on the/Pocr „ think ©) 

the Miniſtry who have. formed; dre %. 
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